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PROCEDURES 


The Provincial Offences Act was passed by the Ontario 
legislature to improve and streamline the system of enforcing 
provincial laws. Many provincial laws are enforced through provi- 
sions of the Provincial Offences Act; they number in the hundreds. 
The laws enforced using the act include: the Highway Traffic Act, 
the Liquor Licence Act, the Environmental Protection Act, the 
Motorized Snowmobiles Act, the Off-Road Vehicles Act, the Securi- 
ties Act, the Trespass to Property Act, the Game and Fish Act, and 
many others. 

The Provincial Offences Act recognizes that the nature and 
gravity of offences under such provincial laws vary enormously. 
Depending on the law that is broken, penalties can range from fines 
of a few dollars to terms of imprisonment of up to five years. 
Approximately 95 per cent of all the offences brought to court are 
truly minor—regulatory infringements that may result in a penalty 
or a fine of less than $300. The remainder are more serious and some 
carry fines as high as, in the case of the Environmental Protection 
Act, $50,000. 

The act provides a means of separating the relatively minor 
offences, which do not require the formality of criminal procedure, 
from the more serious ones. In distinguishing between these two 
groups of offences, the act establishes two separate procedures. 

This booklet deals primarily with these two procedures. Part I 
of the act concentrates on minor offences. Part HI deals with more 
serious offences, such as environmental protection infractions, 
occupational health and safety violations, consumer protection 
offences, and serious driving offences. (Part II of the act, dealing 
primarily with parking infractions, will be explained in a separate 
booklet. ) 


USING THE PROVINCIAL 
OFFENCES ACT 


The act’s simplified procedures have been introduced in 
order to eliminate delays in the court system, reduce costs and 
technicalities and to provide the defendant with a greater range of 
options in dealing with charges for minor offences. 
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The act creates the appointment of provincial offences 
officers, who are entitled to use new, simplified procedures for 
minor offences. All police officers in Ontario are provincial offences 
officers. Other law enforcement personnel, such as conservation 
officers and municipal law enforcement officers, are also designated 
as provincial offences officers in certain instances. 

In most instances the minor offences dealt with under Part I of 
the act involve the issuing by a provincial offences officer of a 
certificate of offence, commonly referred to as a ticket, such as a 
speeding ticket. It is one of the central features of the new, 
streamlined judicial process. For the more serious infractions, 
Part III of the act is used, and involves the more traditional steps of 
laying an information, issuing asummons and holding a trial before 
the court. 

The act also contains provisions that prevent charges from 
being dismissed because of minor technical errors. Minor errors and 
details of the offence will not render a charge invalid— provided that 
the defendant has been made reasonably aware of the charge to be 
presented. The object is to proceed with the trial of the case on its 
merits, and not to permit minor technical objections to affect the 
proceeding. 


PROCEEDINGS UNDER PART | 
OF THE ACT 


The informal method of dealing with minor offences is 
straightforward and efficient. When a provincial offences officer 
sees an alleged minor offence taking place—for example, a motorist 
making an illegal turn on a highway-—the officer approaches the 
defendant at the scene and completes the certificate of offence. 

The certificate of offence lists the defendant’s name, address 
and driver’s licence number, if applicable. It also includes a short 
description of the offence allegedly committed and sets out a specific 
fine established by the Provincial Offences Court within the range of 
penalties prescribed by the law that has been allegedly broken. The 
provincial offences officer usually serves the notice at the time an 
offence is committed but may also do so within 80 days from the date 
of the offence. 

The officer gives one part of the form to the defendant —this 
document is known as the offence notice—and files the other 





portion, the certificate of offence, with the local Provincial Offences 
Court. 

Provincial offences officers can use the simplified procedures 
only for offences where the court has authorized a monetary penalty 
appropriate to the nature of the offence. Most Highway Traffic Act 
offences, such as making improper turns, and minor liquor infrac- 
tions are examples of situations when provincial offences officers 
may use the informal procedure. The prosecutors have the discre- 
tion, guided by the policies of their police force or other law 
enforcement program, to decide how seriously an apparent viola- 
tion should be treated and whether to issue a certificate of offence or 
to proceed under Part III of the act by laying an information and 
issuing a summons. 

In rare instances where a minor offence is compounded witha 
more serious consequence—such as when a driver makes an 
improper lane change on a highway and in so doing causes damage 
to another vehicle—a provincial offences officer may decide to serve 
the driver with asummons under Part I instead of an offence notice. 
This requires the defendant to appear at a trial where a judicial 
officer (usually a justice of the peace but in some instances a 
provincial court judge) may consider the circumstances surround- 
ing the offence. When served with a summons, a defendant must 
appear in court and may not pay a fine out of court. 


WHAT TO DO AFTER RECEIVING 
AN OFFENCE NOTICE 


The Provincial Offences Act permits the defendant to exercise 
one of the following options in response to the charge. The 
defendant may choose the option that best suits his or her situation, 
but must make a decision on the options within 15 days of receiving 
the offence notice. 


1. If a defendant does not wish to dispute that he or she 
committed the offence, the plea of ‘‘Guilty’’ on the offence 
notice may be signed. The defendant may then enclose 
payment for the amount of the fine shown, and have it 
delivered to the court office together with the offence 
notice, either personally, by agent, or by mail. 


2. If a defendant wishes to dispute whether he or she 








committed the offence, the ‘“‘Not Guilty’’ plea on the 
offence notice may be signed and delivered to the court 
office. The court will set a time and date for the trial and 
inform both the defendant and the prosecutor of the date 
and time. If the defendant wishes to be tried before a 
bilingual judicial officer, he or she should check off the box 
for this purpose on the offence notice. If the defendant 
does not appear at the trial, he orshe may be convicted in 
absentia, and a fine and court costs may be imposed. 


If a defendant does not wish to dispute that he or she 
committed the offence, but wishes to explain the circum- 
stances surrounding the incident, that is, plead Guilty 
With an Explanation, that person may appear before the 
court during the times indicated in the notice. The 
defendant may also explain to the justice why he or she 
feels that the fine should be reduced, or why additional 
time to pay the fine imposed is required. A Justice may act 
on such requests but cannot reduce the charge itself. For 
example, if a person pleads guilty to a charge of failing to 
stop at a stop sign and explains that weather conditions 
were very bad at the time. The justice may consider this 
explanation in deciding to reduce the fine. However, the 
reduction of the fine will not affect the demerit point 
system under the Highway Traffic Act. 
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reduction of the fine will not affect the demerit point 
system under the Highway Traffic Act. 


If a defendant has not exercised one of the three options 
mentioned above within 15 days of being given the offence notice, 
the court will assume that the charge is not being disputed. A Justice 
will then examine the certificate of offence filed in the court office by 
the provincial offences officer. If the certificate has been properly 
completed the justice will then enter a conviction and impose the 
findings shown on the offence notice. The court clerk will send the 
defendant a notice of the conviction and the imposed fine, and the 
date when the fine is due. 

Under no circumstances can a provincial offences officer 
accept money from a defendant as payment of the fine shown on the 
notice at the time an offence notice is issued. Nor can the officer 
deliver the offence notice to the court office on the defendant’s 


behalf. 









or 








PROCEEDINGS UNDER PART Ill 
OF THE ACT 


Part Ill of the Provincial Offences Act is used when the alleged 
offence against a provincial law is of a more serious nature, and 
where the appropriate penalties are correspondingly higher. Prose- 
cutions under this part of the act involve the issuing of a summons, 
the laying of an information, and an appearance before Provincial 
Offences Court. 

In ordinary circumstances, an officer appears before a judicial 
officer, usually a justice of the peace, to lay an information. Based on 
information given under oath by the officer, the justice decides 
whether there are sufficient grounds for proceeding. If so, a 
summons is issued and then delivered to the defendant and a date 
for an appearance in court is set. 

Alternatively, the justice may issue a warrant for the arrest of 
the defendant if the particular statute in question authorizes it, and 
if it is believed that it is in the public interest to do so. There are very 
few Ontario statutes that authorize the arrest of a person charged in 
this manner since most provincial offences are not of a sufficiently 
serious nature to justify depriving individuals of their freedom 
before trial. 

The provincial offences officer must serve the summons by 
delivering it to the defendant personally, or by leaving it with 
someone at the defendant’s residence who is apparently 16 years of 
age or older. A person who is not a resident of Ontario may be served 
with the summons by registered mail. 

Corporations may also be charged with an offence under the 
provisions of the Provincial Offences Act. A provincial offences 
officer may serve a summons on a corporation by delivering it 
personally to an officer of the firm. The summons may also be served 
by registered mail. 

In order to give the defendant an opportunity to make a 
complete defence and have a proper trial the law requires that the 
summons briefly describe the nature of the offence allegedly 
committed. 

When a defendant is a child between the ages of 12 and 15 
inclusive the act permits a provincial offences officer to serve a 
summons instead of an offence notice, provided that a copy of the 
summons is given to the child’s parent. It is felt that persons of this 
age are ordinarily too young to understand all the consequences of 








being charged, and therefore should always have their cases dealt 
with in court. In addition, the court that hears the facts relating to 
the alleged offence will be able to determine what the appropriate 
action should be by taking into consideration the minor’s back- 
ground, behaviour, and any other relevant information. 

Any private individual, who believes on reasonable and 
probable grounds that another person has committed a provincial 
offence, may commence a legal proceeding under Part III of the act. 
The act itself does not confer powers of arrest. The individual must 
swear his or her allegations before a judicial officer of the Provincial 
Offences Court in a document known as an ‘‘information’’. There is 
no fee imposed for commencing legal proceedings. 

The justice may ask questions about the circumstances of the 
alleged offence and if he or she believes that the citizen’s complaint 
is not warranted the justice may decline to issue a summons and 
record his or her decision on the information. If a justice concludes 
that there are reasonable grounds for proceeding, a summons will 
be issued to the defendant and a trial date set. 

All charges laid by one private citizen against another must be 
commenced in this more traditional legal manner. This ensures that 
private complaints are initiated only after a judicial officer has made 
a decision that there is some basis for charging a person with an 
offence and summoning the defendant before the Provincial 
Offences Court. 








FINES AND OTHER 
CONSEQUENCES OF CONVICTION 


If an individual is convicted of an offence under a particular 
statute that person may face either of two ranges of penalties, 
depending on the manner in which the proceeding was commenced. 
A judicial officer who enters a conviction under Part I of the act may 
either levy a fine of not more than $300 or use up to the maximum 
penalty prescribed in the law that has been broken —whichever 2s 
the lesser. A term of imprisonment cannot be imposed for a 
conviction of an offence when proceedings have been taken under 
Part I of the act. For example, the Highway Traffic Act states that 
the penalty for failing to stop for a school bus stopped on a highway 
with its lights flashing is a maximum fine of $500 for a first offence, 
and up to $1,000 and six months imprisonment for a subsequent 
offence. Ifthe proceeding has been taken under Part I, the fine cannot 
exceed $300 and the provision for imprisonment does not apply. 

However, demerit points under the Highway Traffic Act will 
be recorded as a result of a conviction, and any things which were 
seized from the defendant before the offence notice was issued may 
be forfeited to the Crown. This will occur only if the statute which 
creates the offence provides for forfeiture. For example, when a 
person has been charged with consuming liquor in a public place, 
any liquor may be Lee Sloe conviction, in accordance with the 
aes eee Act. | 2 








REOPENING A CONVICTION 


The Provincial Offences Act provides a mechanism for 
reopening a proceeding where a defendant did not have the 
opportunity to dispute the charge because a necessary notice or 
document was either not delivered to the defendant or to the office 
of the court. 

The defendant may appear before a justice to give an 
explanation of why he or she did not dispute the charge or appear at 
a hearing. This must be done within 15 days of learning of the 
conviction. 

The defendant’s statement must be made in writing and 
under oath on a prescribed form known as an affidavit in support of 
the application. A defendant can pick up this form during normal 
business hours at the court office where the conviction was entered. 
No fee is levied for submitting this form. After filling out the form, 
the defendant appears before a justice of the peace and swears that 
the information on the form is true. If the justice is satisfied that the 
explanation establishes that delivery did not occur through no fault 
of the defendant, the conviction will be struck out. Alternatively, 
the justice will give the defendant a notice of the date for trial, or 
accept a plea of guilty with an explanation at that time, and consider 
whether the set fine should be reduced under the circumstances. 

The act provides that a fine of up to $1,000 may be imposed for 
making a false statement in writing. 








PROVINCIAL OFFENCES COURT 


The Provincial Offences Court hears and determines almost 
all trials of provincial offences. A small number of offences such 
as those under the Education Act are dealt with in the Provincial 
Court (Family Division). In addition, judges of the Provincial Court 
(Family Division) preside over proceedings involving any provincial 
offence alleged to have been committed by a young person between 
the ages of 12 and 15 inclusive. 

Ordinarily, a justice of the peace presides over proceedings in 
the Provincial Offences Court. Aside from cases involving young 
people, provincial judges usually preside in Provincial Offences 
Court only when serious trials are being heard. 
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CONTEMPT OF COURT 


The judicial officers who preside in the Provincial Offences 
Court have been given powers to deal with contempt of court. This 
offence refers to disrespectful and disruptive behaviour within the 
courtroom. The Provincial Offences Court has the power to remove 
a defendant or any member of the public from the courtroom to 
maintain order, protect the reputation of a minor, or to remove an 
influence which might affect the testimony of a witness. 


AMENDMENTS 


The Provincial Offences Act enables the court to amend a 
certificate of offence of an information that has been found 
defective. Amendments can only be made in open court, when both 
the prosecutor and the defendant have been given an opportunity to 
be present to express their views. Amendments are not permitted 
when a defendant pleads guilty with an explanation to a charge laid 
commenced by a certificate of offence. 

In considering whether to make the amendment, the court 
must take into account the evidence given at the trial, the 
circumstances of the case, whether the defendant has been misled 
or prejudiced by the defective certificate of offence or information, 
and whether the proposed amendment would result in an injustice. 
If the court makes an amendment, it may grant an adjournment if 
the defendant requires time to prepare a full defence to the amended 
charge. The court can also order the prosecution to furnish the 
defendant with any necessary details about the alleged offence if 
satisfied that it is necessary for a fair trial. 

Since the power to amend a charge is ample under the act, the 
court can quash the certificate or information only where the defect 
is so fundamental that an amendment or particulars would fail to 
satisfy the ends of justice. Few defects fall into this category, but an 
example might be where the charge completely failed to state where 
the alleged offence took place, since the Provincial Offences Court 
can deal only with offences which were committed in Ontario. 
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LAWYERS, AGENTS 
AND INTERPRETERS 


A defendant may appear and act at a trial or in any other 
proceeding in person or may be represented by an agent or a lawyer. 
Nothing compels a defendant to employ a lawyer at any stage of any 
proceeding under any part of the Provincial Offences Act. 

The law guarantees the right of both English-speaking and 
French-speaking residents access to the Ontario legal system in 
either mother tongue. When requested, trials are conducted before 
a judicial officer who speaks both English and French. Judicial 
officers who preside over bilingual trials are competent in both 
languages, as are the lawyers and court staff who take part in the 
proceedings. Those defendants who choose to proceed in French 
will not incur any greater expenses than those who proceed in 
English, nor will their cases de disadvantaged by opting for trial in 
one language or the other. 

An interpreter for any language other than English or French 
can translate for the defendant at any stage of the proceedings, 
provided that he or she has been authorized by a judge or justice 
to do so. 


PLEADING GUILTY 
TO ANOTHER OFFENCE 


The Provincial Offences Act permits defendants to plead 
guilty at a trial to an offence other than the one with which they are 
charged. For example, a defendant might plead guilty to a charge of 
careless driving, but may admit that in fact the different offence of 
following too closely was committed. If the prosecutor consents, the 
justice may accept the plea of guilty and if the plea is supported by 
the facts, proceed to determine the case on the facts presented. 
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FAILING TO APPEAR 


Where the defendant does not appear at the time and place set 
for a trial, the court may proceed to hear and determine the matter 
in his or her absence. If the court does so, the defendant may not be 
charged with the offence of failing to attend a hearing, except with 
the consent of the Attorney General, or his or her agent. The 
defendant who is convicted in his or her absence will be informed of 
the conviction and the sentence imposed in a notice sent by the clerk 
of the court. 

If the prosecutor fails to appear at the time set for trial, the 
court may dismiss the charge or adjourn the hearing to another 
time. If the prosecutor does not appear at the time and place 
appointed for the resumption of the hearing, the court may dismiss 
the charge. In either of these situations, the court may make an 
order for the payment of reasonable costs to the defendant by the 
informant. These costs are limited to expenses the defendant has 
reasonably incurred in having witnesses present and are restricted 
by regulation to relatively modest amounts. 








SENTENCING AND FINE 
ENFORCEMENT 


The Provincial Offences Act is intended to keep people from 
going to jail solely because of a genuine inability to pay a fine. 
Previously, large numbers of people went to jail because they failed 
to pay fines which were imposed for minor offences, outnumbering 
the few individuals who were sentenced to imprisonment for com- 
mitting even the most serious provincial offences. The Provincial 
Offences Act establishes a more effective means for collecting fines. 

Rather than treating all offenders uniformly, new procedures 
enable the courts to exercise discretion in selecting one or more 
methods of sentencing and fine enforcement. 

Where a young person between the ages of 12 and 15 inclusive 
has been convicted of a provincial offence, there are special 
limitations upon the amount of the fine that can be imposed. The act 
recognizes the fact that most persons this age have limited resources 
with which to pay a fine. In addition, a young person cannot be 
imprisoned for committing a provincial offence, unless a probation 
order made by the court has been breached. 


FINES UNDER PART Ill 


After a defendant has been convicted under Part III of the act, 
the court must allow both the prosecutor and the defendant to make 
submissions regarding the sentence to be imposed. The court also 
has the discretion to inquire into the defendant’s economic circum- 
stances. Any information that the defendant gives will assist the 
justice in determining the amount of the fine and how much time a 
defendant should be given to pay it. 

A fine becomes due and payable 15 days after it was imposed. 
The court is required to ask the defendant ifan extension is required 
to pay the fine. The court may also make inquiries of the defendant, 
and unless the request for more time is not made in good faith or 
appears to be used to evade payment, the court must extend the 
time for payment, by ordering periodic payments or otherwise. The 
defendant may at any time request a further extension simply by 
filling in a prescribed form at the court office. 


LL 
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A fine is in default when any part of it is due and unpaid for 15 
days or more. Since a fine is not due until 15 days after it is imposed, 
the defendant actually has 30 days to pay before collection pro- 
cedures are commenced. 


COLLECTING FINES 


A justice will examine records of all unpaid fines in the court 
office and, under some circumstances, must order that a permit or 
licence held by the defendant be suspended or not renewed until the 
fine is paid. The justice must do this if the act authorizing the issue of 
the permit or licence also directs its suspension for non-payment ofa 
fine. For instance, a driver’s licence issued under the Highway 
Traffic Act must be suspended if the driver does not pay a fine 
imposed for the conviction of a Highway Traffic Act offence, or 
unless an extension of time for payment is obtained. 

In addition, the justice may direct the clerk of the Provincial 
Offences Court to proceed with civil enforcement of the fine. A 
certificate in the amount of the fine remaining unpaid will be filed in 
the appropriate civil court and will have the effect of a judgment. 
The civil court could authorize deductions to be made from the 
defendant's wages, or order some of the defendant’s property to be 
seized and sold. This course of action is usually appropriate only 
where the amount of the unpaid fine is large enough to justify the 
additional effort and expense involved in undertaking civil 
proceedings. 


JAIL 


In some situations, a justice may issue a warrant for the 
committal of a defaulting defendant to jail. Before this can be done, 
however, all other reasonable methods of collecting the fine must 
have been tried. In addition, the justice must give the defendant 15 
days notice of the intent to issue a warrant and an opportunity to be 
heard. Thus, imprisonment will be ordered only for the most 
obstinate and willful defaulter. If medical or financial problems have 
made it impossible for a convicted person to pay the fine in time, an 
extension of time will be granted and no warrant of committal will 
be issued. 


CRE ARORA AEP LSE SPARE TR CB IIOS, TES EBD ILE EB EESTI ELE LEIS TEAR ISAT LEE ESE TIPU PEN ELLE LEB OREN ISLE CEE CR TSI EEE SEB REITER DIE EPSTEIN SEE ELES, 


16 


aT ONS TES PEE IIE ST ES ETE OE A A RE ET: BUTE BEL TIS LID IEE 8 TTL RIFE I TL © SENSE DEL SO ET UO LD EEE TT EBT S ETT OT, 


Recognizing that exceptional cases may occasionally come 
before the courts, the act nevertheless permits the sentencing 
justice to order that a fine must be paid by its automatic 15-day due 
date and that the offender be jailed if he or she defaults. On the other 
hand, circumstances may be such that the offender might possibly 
experience difficulty in paying a reasonable fine, even by instal- 
ments. An example might be an elderly person living on a limited 
income who has been fined for a traffic offence, has sold the car and 
never intends to drive again. In circumstances such as these, the 
sentencing justice may order that even if the fine is unpaid, jail will 
not be resorted to, with licence suspension being the only imme- 
diate sanction. In other words, jail will not be used where there is no 
reasonable probability of payment nor of the offence being com- 
mitted again. 

The Provincial Offences Act provides that, where a defendant 
is subject to more than one term of imprisonment at the same time, 
the terms are to be served consecutively, or one after the other, 
unless the court has specifically ordered them to be served 
concurrently, that is, served at the same time. 


OTHER OPTIONS 


The act gives the court a restricted power, in exceptional 
circumstances, to impose a fine that is less than the minimum stated 
in the statute creating the offence. The court may also suspend the 
sentence without imposing conditions. This may be done only 
where ‘‘exceptional circumstances exist so that to impose the 
minimum fine would be unduly oppressive or otherwise not in the 
interests of justice.’ An example might be the case of a retired 
person living on a modest pension who is unable to pay a large fine, 
whose driver’s licence has been suspended and whose car was 
destroyed in an accident. Where a proceeding has been commenced 
by an information, other provisions in the act allow the court to 
direct that the defendant comply with the conditions contained ina 
probation order for a specified period of time not exceeding two 
years. Where the offence is of a relatively serious nature the 
probation order may be appropriate to assist the defendant in 


iy 
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refraining from future unlawful conduct. It is a very serious offence 
to breach a probation order. 

The sentencing provisions of the act also provide for the 
creation of programs by which defendants could pay their fines by 
means of credits for work performed. In areas where the administra- 
tive structure is available, this option will permit a defendant who is 
financially unable to pay a fine to work it off in services of some 
value to the community, rather than going to jail for non-payment. 








APPEALS UNDER PARTS 
| AND II 


Where an offence has been dealt with under the provisions of 
Part I or Part II, the defendant or the prosecutor is entitled to appeal 
against acquittal, conviction or sentence. To commence an appeal, it 
is necessary only to pay the fine and complete and file a prescribed 
form. The notice of appeal is filed with the clerk of the Provincial 
Court (Criminal Division) of the county or district in which the 
original decision was made. 

An appeal from a proceeding under Part I or Part II will be 
heard and determined by a judge of the Provincial Court (Criminal 
Division). The procedure is designed to permit the parties to appear 
without legal representation if they wish. The hearing is informal 
and is directed at resolving the dissatisfactions felt by either party. 
The judge must first make inquiries to clarify the issues in dispute, in 
order that misunderstandings can be removed and frivolous argu- 
ments disposed of. The judge can hear witnesses, receive reports 
from the justice who presided at the trial and act upon statements of 
fact to which the parties have agreed. The judge has power to 
affirm, reverse or modify the decision appealed from. On occasion, a 
new trial may be held. 

It is intended that the appeal will be heard reasonably soon 
after the decision is made by the trial court. It is expected that the 
flexibility and convenience of this new form of appeal will guarantee 
fairness to defendants by permitting them to obtain a review of 
decisions in Provincial Offences Court in a simple and inexpensive 
manner. 


ie 





APPEALS UNDER PART Ill 


Where a proceeding has been commenced by an information 
under Part III of the Provincial Offences Act, a party may appeal a 
conviction, dismissal or sentence. If the trial was presided over by a 
justice of the peace, the appeal will be to a judge of the Provincial 
Court (Criminal Division). If the trial was presided over by a 
provincial judge, the appeal will be to a judge of the District Court. 
This form of appeal is conducted in the traditional formal manner 
of legal proceedings because Part III is designed for more serious 
offences. In Provincial Court, a party may be represented by legal 
counsel or an agent, although agents cannot appear in District 
Court. 


APPEALS TO THE 
COURT OF APPEAL 


The decision can be appealed in the Court of Appeal, the 
highest court in Ontario, on questions of law but not on factual 
matters. An appeal may be made to the Court of Appeal concerning 
the sentence imposed on conviction of offences, where the original 
proceeding was commenced under Part III of the act. In all cases, 
leave to appeal must first be obtained from a justice of the Court of 
Appeal. The individual making the appeal must satisfy the Justice 
that, in the particular circumstances of the case, it is essential in the 
public interest or for the due administration of justice that leave to 
appeal be granted. 
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Toronto, Ontario 
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